ee I 
ME Ol! 
STARE} 


>ms of Hope and Warr 


Second Edition with Author’s Notes 


GARRET PASSMORE 


The Old Testament Poems of Hope and Warning 
by 


Garret Passmore 


Introduction 


| have written this book of freestyle poems as a result of my last 
complete reading of the Old Testament. These poems are messages and 
themes that piqued my curiosity. | started out taking notes of things that 
caught my attention: things | never noticed before or things | noticed 


and then said to myself “So, that’s where that scripture is!” 


The Old Testament writings contain multiple layers of ideas which, 
like a multifaceted diamond, can be interpreted in various sensational 
ways depending on the light and angle of the view. As an example, while 
reading Genesis, | noticed something interesting about Ruben which | 
had not considered before. | had taken many various notes from the 
book of Genesis, but | decided to write around the theme of this one 


character. | felt his story can be related to many in the modern world. 


The writings of the Old Testament cast types and shadows which 
are still relevant to the human experience in our time as much as they 
were in the Savior’s time. The Savior quoted the Old Testament many 
times, and | was surprised at how many sayings from the Old Testament 
He used. Even as Jesus Christ hung on The Cross He quoted the Old 


Testament (See Psalms 22:1). 


It always interests me that | get something different from the various 
Books of this Divine Library each time | read it. Amazing! Amazing, like 


the Lord’s Grace. 


As you read these poems, notice they are written from various per- 
spectives. Some are long, some are short. The individual poem may be 
from the teacher of faith to the student of belief. Or, it might be from the 


person acting as a messenger of God requesting the ungodly to turn 


their lives towards the Lord. It may be from the perspective of the Lord 
speaking to His children, or even as a sincere prayer of a repentant soul 
to the Lord. 


As you read these poems, | hope you will gain insight into the Old 
Testament. | hope you become inspired to make your own reading of 


this wonderful library to uncover useful and beautiful treasures. 


Genesis 
Familiar is the Word of God 
Let Thy Word reside in my heart 
And abide forever 
Eleloh Israel, may | learn to eternally obey 
| need Thy constant care 
The man of God, Jacob, raised sons to be as he 
Lasting pillars of the Lord 
No son was older than Reuben 
Beloved leader was he 


Overseer of his father’s will 


Envy in his brother’s hearts 

The oldest son of Rachel in danger 
“Come let us slay him” 

Mighty Reuben delivered him out of their hands 
And intended to deliver him to his father 

Yet, when Reuben returned, Joseph was gone 
Upset, he rent his clothes 

Guilt over his failure to protect his brother 
Sackcloth was over his heart 

Oh, tears of joy when Reuben, his brother, found 


Egypt had enlarged Reuben’s brother 


Oh, that the fat of Egypt was enough! 
Oh, that strength and might were preserved! 
Dignity and power of the beginning time 
Failed with the want of the flesh 
Never a rock but as wind tossed water was Ruben 
Seducing Bilhah the concubine 
Every day was now a struggle 
In giving into the carnal mind 
Sadness alone can never correct 
No more will Reuben excel 


Struggle to keep the Lord’s commandments, therefore | must 


Exodus 
Free must the-people-of-Israel be 
Sin is a blinder and fetter 
Lingering in the hearts of those in the desert places 
Israel fled Egypt 
Egypt’s past came with them 
No more will the herbs of the Nile be eaten 
Egypt’s pleasures will no longer be felt 
No more must Israel turn back 
Free from the place, but not the memory 


In the desert they must wander and die 


Reared unto the Lord’s Law we must become before we can enter 
Nearer the Lord we must be until he is our friend 

Onyx is the Jewel of Joseph 
God must be the Jewel of my heart 


May | anchor my heart to Israel’s Rock - not the water of the Nile 


Leviticus 
A leper is one who is unclean 
Lepers must live alone as outcasts 
Lepers must cry “unclean, unclean” all their days 
Every leper’s life is a fulfillment of the ultimate tragedy 
Eaten up, they decay away 
The Law of Leprosy is to Know what is clean and unclean 
Pray | that | may know how to be clean 
May | be clean from the sin and blood of this world 
Eating Earth’s fat and drinking its blood is unclean 


Earth’s ways are ways of filth 


Rejection from the Lord is the world’s reward 
Never should | leave the Lord for the world 
The Master | must choose 
“Of the world’s wisdom” is to be cast off 
“Of the Lord” is to become clean 
The Year of Jubilee is the time of forgiveness 
The year of forgiveness is when | listen to the Lord 
Because, the voice of the world is to defile the Lord’s ways 
Holy must | be 
Every day | must remember the Lord’s ways 


Efforts must be made in faith 


Commandments of the Lord must be kept 
Law’s of the Lord make one whole 
Oh, Lord, teach me Thy ways 
Oh, Lord, replace the world’s ways with Thine 
May | not become defiled in this life 
Refine me O’ Lord in Thy ways 
Envelop me in Thy wisdom and mercy 


Develop me to be clean before Thee 


Numbers 
My life is one which has been cast into the desert place 
Its sun can dry up my soul and scorch my existence 
Always must | gather Waters of Life to survive 
Wanting land of plenty — receiving none 
Yes, even as wandering Israel cast out of Egypt 
A life of the desert instead of ripe fields 
The free fish, cucumbers, melon, leek, and onion no more 
Love of God’s way, not Egypt’s, | must learn 
Hate of King Balak will | Know 


Knowledge of Egypt will taunt me 


Enemies of the Lord will always be the way-of-the-world 
In the wilderness | too, like Israel, must camp 
Would that this wilderness show me the mercy of the Lord 
Nazarite vows separate me for the Lord’s purposes 
| must vow to learn of Him, then follow Him 
Prayer and study, daily will | gather 
Like the Manna seed which was like fresh oil 
Unless gathered daily for bread one feels the pain of absence 
Daily must | gather the words of the Lord to be filled 
Regret would do little once the judgment of the Lord is past 


Every day | must recall the Lord’s mercy to those who love Him 


| must then love God’s ways and embrace them 
Raising the brass symbol was for those of faith to turn 
Follow the Lord | must, and turn from Egypt 
Never must | suffer death through disobedience of The Word 
Yet, if so, sin would swallow up as Dathan was by earth 
Every day | must be nourished through The Word 
Might all who trust, and do, be prophets who know the Lord 
Seventy elders and Moses, as such, talked face-to-face with God 
Even so must | be purified as an elder or perish as the rebel 


Such is sunlight and sand which does wither or purify 


Deuteronomy 


“Spare no man, woman, or child!” 
Behold this was the Word of the Lord! 
Israel therefore did march and destroy 
Everyone who would not believe in the Lord 
No more is Moses to be the head of the Lord’s camp 
For Joshua has taken his place 
Promises were made with this new generation: 
“Oh, that you will learn to fear Me 
Rear your children to do the same 


“Remember to fear God and live 


Ever faithful will 1, the Lord, be 
“Ever faithful must you be in return 

Show no mercy or pity for those who are a snare 
“Vengeance is present; | will not be bribed! 

Everyone must be circumcised of heart and forsake stiff necks 
“Everyone is within the reach of the Lord’s arms; 

Remember the armies of Egyptians who are yet broken to this day? 
“Remember this well, and live, and be enlarged.” 

Verification was needed to see if Israel would be true 
For Israel was told to destroy all who taught worldly things 


Everyone was to refuse worldly gifts — for these confuse the mind. 


Oh, that we now seek for God rather than worldly gifts: 
Dedicating our house to the Lord’s work 
Understanding the Lord and His ways 
Making life careful in obedience to the Lord 
Giving thanks to the Lord in all things: 
Understanding all things are His - not ours 
Having gladness and joy in doing His will 
Seeing “life” is given in keeping the Lord’s commandments 
That we seek God with “our all” and always walk in His ways 


That we might not turn from Him when we prosper - Always. 


Joshua 
Rahab was a vile harlot 
Believing in the Word of God she hid Israel’s spies. 
Evening brought salvation as Rahab secreted the spies away 
Everyone in Jericho destroyed; save Rahab’s household 
Parting the waters of the Jordan Israel did march onward 
Some believed; some did not 
Everyone in Gibeon joined Israel and lived! 
Perished were thirty-one kings and their kingdoms 
Not everyone in Israel’s camp was always obedient! 


Achan took a trophy from Jericho and hid it 


The sin destroyed Achan’s family, livestock, and possessions. 
“Repent,” as we must be willing “to do” to avoid destruction 

And, we must turn our backs on sin once we join Israel’s camp 
Everyone who does not — does not live 

Never must we disregard the Word of the Lord 
Destruction is the destiny of the disobedient 


Determine to follow the Lord instead. 


Judges 


May my God be with me when | choose 
Judgments by me made, 

Unless done by the Lord’s way, cannot be just 
Until He is with me, 

Silent prayer should be my “must” 
Deborah the prophetess judged Israel 

Through the Lord God she worked 


Gideon judged — called through the Lord’s voice 


But, called on by the people to be king, Gideon ... 


Evaded the judgment of the peoples’ voice 


Everyone who serves the Lord is delivered 

Many judge it wise to serve their own gods; their eyes and bellies 
Judging unwisely they are now without help 

Everyone who abandoned the Lord will vainly plead with Him 
Unto them the Lord says: 

“Now, you who serve other gods; call on them! 
See if they will deliver you!” 

Therefore it is a wise judgment to serve the Lord 


That | may be worthy of Love and Mercy 


Ruth 
Great grandmother of King David 
Mother of righteousness 
Oh, that | may follow God as you did 
You went to the land of God to be with God 


Delivered from sin you became a foreshadowing 


1 & 2 Samuel 
Preserved to be king was Saul 
Mighty in deed in the preservation of Israel 
Oh, that Saul would have remained good 
Authority from God was needed and 
Without authority ordinances were not performed 
Yet, Saul did not wait for the prophet, for he was king! 
Erring, the king performed the sacrifice 
In rebellion from the Lord now, because of earthly power 
Rejected now, because of earthly pride 


Now the world judged Saul because of his outward appearance 


God judged Saul because of his inward pride 
Oh, that Saul’s heart would have continually turned to God! 
Oh, that Saul would have not bid the Lord - “Leave!” 
There is now another preserved of the Lord: 
David is raised up now to deliver His land 
Armies of Philistines defy all of Israel! 
Having Faith David steps forward in the name of the Lord 
Believing David is now more popular, Saul seeks his life 
Always respecting Saul’s anointing, David does no harm 
Under threat David flees the country and the king he loves 


Saul is now slain in a great battle 


Saved for thirty years, David now reins to save Israel 

Great in the world’s eyes - David begins to neglect God 
Everything David could have; so David believes 

In lust he steals and murders 
The peace he brought Israel now flees him 

Vainly he pleads to the Lord 
His sons rebel and die — darkness he cannot evade! 

Ever weeping: “Oh, that | could have taken their place!” 
Ever estranged from God by his acts: 


Now, David feels the weight of the Lords absence 


First Kings 


May the lives of the righteous be preserved! 
The last breath of David: “Keep the Commandments.” 
A new king, Solomon becomes crowned 
Hearing the Lord, the believing Solomon is made wise 
Yesterday’s blood made white serving God - building His temple 
Every day the Lord smiled on His people but, 
In his glory, Solomon built a house bigger than the Lord’s 
Things of the world became more vital than the Lord’s things 
Love of women became more important than God’s Love 


Renting his clothes Ahijah predicts loss 


Israel rebels, for wisdom is no longer heeded 
Under the scorching sun Israel is dried up 
Solomon and Israel’s glory leave as they have left the Lord 
Ears are now deaf to God’s call 
The pride of their own strength and the ... 
Knowledge of their own wisdom makes them a desert place 
Elijah is sent because of the Lord’s Love and Mercy 
Idolatry which has swept the land ... 
Now is challenged with one consumed by the Lord’s courage 
“No man can have two opinions — you must choose.” 


Today all the priests of Baal are to be destroyed 


Great fire falls; and now the people believe 


Oh, that | would have believed with my heart more than mine eyes 


Second Kings 
Oh, that | could see plainly 


That | could hear Thy voice 
Prayer is but a whispering 
Hearing for a faint small voice 
Elijah’s weapon was fire and caused the iron to swim 
Yet, Israel followed the vain things of the world 
Never seeking the Lord in humble gratitude 
Making secret combinations instead 
Making each evil by rejecting the Lord’s prophetic messengers 


Instead of honoring God, they worship symbols 


Yet some arise who fear God more than man 
Righteous King Hezekiah broke the Brass Serpent 
Even under siege he promoted faith 
Assyrians threaten us as the world 
Yet be not afraid 
Covenant to keep the Lord’s statutes, then be true 
Even put the idolatry of your misplaced values away 
Let the Lord enter your heart instead 
Send not His messengers away 
Entreat their words and bring them near your heart 


That we might not be as the rebellious king Zedekiah 


Seeing his city broken and his family slain 


Oh, that we might not be carried off in the World of Babylon 


First Chronicles 
And his name was Solomon 
Peaceable and perfect was his name 
Now the people of God shall have their temple 
Everyones’ offering willing given to the Lord’s cause 
David’s hands of blood could not build 
And the work was great 
Peaceable hearts are given a Peaceable King 
Consecrated hands and a Consecrated King 
Everyone’s heart and soul did seek the Lord 


Everyone filling their hands with the work of the Lord 


Reuben did defile his father’s bed 
And Saul did seek out familiar spirits, yet 
Forever does the Lord’s mercy endure 
Be thankful for His forgiveness when we truly seek His face 
Ever must covenants must be minded for they are a... 
Lasting commands to a thousand generations 
Can we step out of the bounds the Lord has set? 
Err we do wrong to steady the ark when it is not our place 


Today we must learn what it means to worthily build our life 


second Chronicles 
Now God appeared to Solomon 
Many years Solomon walked in His ways 
Oh, what glory fills His temple 
And, consumed the sacrifice of the faithful 
The Book of Testimonies is before us 
Yet, what good is the writing of Iddo the seer without faith? 
But as for us, the Lord is our God 
In seeking out the Lord He gives us rest on every side 
Enter into seeking the Lord with the whole soul 


Seek Him with rejoicing and perish not 


Can man trust Syria more than God? 
Even side with those who are ungodly? 
And shall we trespass against our Lord? 
Even the whole earth judges for man rather than for God 
Remember who is with you in the judgment! 
Kings may fear the multitude, but the battle is God’s 
Remember thy servants with compassion dear God 
God help us, and fight our battles against arms of flesh 
In our Lord may we find rest 
Oh, that we may be humbled by the words of the prophets 


Entering into a covenant to serve only Him 


Despise not the words of God through his prophets 
Don’t mock and misuse His messengers 

And, be not ashamed of His Word 
Oh, that we may learn from King Zedekiah 

Not to kindle the wrath of the Lord until there is no remedy 
For they were defeated in battle 

Destruction of their nation was their reward 


For they forgot their God 


Ezra 
The great day of rejoicing has come! 
Let us go to the land of our inheritance 
Over to the land of our God 
Everyone sing together and say: 
“Thank you Lord!” 
“Thou art merciful and good” 
“Holy is Thy name” 
Urim and Thummim we are given again 
Entreat us kindly from now on Lord 


Shall the nations of Samaria stop what God decrees? 


Let us not fear them 
Rather let us trust in our own God instead 
Over there let us build the temple: 
Everyone to your post! 
Remember the Lord 
Trust in Him 
Delivered from Babylon we are 
Under scorn are we still 
Given a great work 
Ridiculed because of our faith 


Oh, that life were easy 


Never can it be! 


Darkness tries, but will not overcome The Light 


Nehemiah 
Praise the Lord 
Shout for joy: 
“O Lord of Heaven: 
Thanks be to Thee!” 
Let our hands lay Thy foundation 
Opposition of Sanballat shall not stand! 
Let us hold our sword by our side 
Put us not from Thy priesthood 
Under threat we toil 


Save us and restore our place 


“The Law of God” did we read 
Everyone confessing their sins 
In faith let us covenant with Thee: 
Let us not buy, work, or sell on the day we gather 
On this day we remember and serve Thee! 
For we must be faithful 


Never must we forget Thee 


Esther 
Faith is a principle of positive action 
Now the plan of wickedness is on the Lord’s people 
Esther overcomes fear and pleads before the King 
Overcoming fear with faith the enemy is overcome 
Authority is given to Mordecai to rule those who hated him 
They which devised against God are now destroyed 


Remember, God’s people, your deliverance and victory! 


Job 
To repent is to turn to the Lord with all your doings 
In every condition 
On every continent 
Shall the rush grow without mire? 
Rejoice in the mire of life though hard to walk through 
Many days of trouble cross my way 
Enduring this moment is seemingly forever 
Yet mortality is nothing but a passing dream 


Praise of the Lord’s ways are unrewarding and the wicked prosper 


Now my afflicted life is poured out on barren ground 


Even God wounds me with poison arrows which drain my spirit 
Almighty, does Thou pervert justice? 

Never do | feel the strength of the Lord and my hope is gone 
My Redeemer— plead for my ignorant and powerless life! 

Tomorrow the Savior will defend me because | endured today 


Ever will | love God: His Word gives me inspiration to endure 


Psalms 
Some trust in wealth, some in power 
May | trust in Thee O’Lord 
O’Lord rebuke me not in anger but, have mercy 
As the deer longs for the desert water may | long for Thee 
Under the shadow of Thy justice do | fall 
Yet, | will have faith in Thy compassion and mercy 
Let me rejoice in Thy ways - Thy Grace 
Teach me Thy path of peace and love 
Broken bows of steel shall the world’s power be 


Has the world sought after Thee? 


Evil they have sought — the hating of Truth 
Err has been their guide — the loving of lies 
And should | worry that the wicked are well off? 
Shall | worry that the tares are not burnt before the harvest? 
Judgment shall come 
Old ways will melt like wax in a single day 
Our help is coming and | will be patient for now 
Never will | be ashamed of Hope - the name of the Lord 
Ye that love the Lord - hate evil 
Go, give, and do the Lord’s commands in your weakness 


Though the Lord be high, yet He has respect for the lowly 


Shall the wicked riches be better than the little of the righteous? 
Overcome weakness with the Hope of the Lord 
Obey His Word - establish His doings 
The payment is a sacrifice of broken and contrite hearts 
For the Lord will renew a pure right spirit within 
Help quicken me to Thy ways as | long for Thy precepts 
May | praise Thee for Thy goodness and statutes 
Early may | seek Thee and Thy ways 
Ye are my Rock and Redeemer 


Even the great Amen and Amen 


Proverbs 
Anger brings the birth of a fool 
Madness of passion blinds those who wish to see 
Now get vision least you perish from sightless wanderings 
Accept the Lord’s counsel — not the fruit of worldly blindness 
Despise not Correction to your sight 
Yet, despise the world’s plate of wickedness and the glass of sin 
Quickly observe the path of your feet 
In this darkness The Word and His Law is your light 
Understanding and wisdom establishes your dwelling place 


But Love covers all sins and gives life 


In correction the fool is driven away, yet ... 
Even a fool, when the tongue is held, is counted wise 
Chasten your children while there is still hope 
Seek the Lord early that you may find Him 
Keep not pleasures and riches which shall bring you low 
Love the Lord rather than sins which wrongs the soul 
The way of the fool is right in his own eyes 
Obedience to counsel is wiser in these dark times 
Oh, trust in the Lord’s correction and be happy 
Whosoever loves this instruction loves knowledge 


“Eear the Lord” is the beginning of knowledge 


Take hold of the path of Life Eternal 
Offerings of selfishness is an offense and sin 

Ordinances performed with a crooked intent is an abomination 
Right hearts study for the answers unseen 

A dinner of herbs, where Love is, is better than a wicked feast 
Gravel is eaten by the deceitful who think it is sweet bread 

Never count yourself with those who are pure in their own eyes 
In fact they are filthy with conceit and pride 

Get wisdom for it is honey to the soul 
Vex not your enemy, but feed them and give them drink 


Evil men don’t understand righteousness and kindness as wise but, 


Everyone who seeks the Lord will understand all things 


Reverence the Lord therefore, in all things, so you may see Peace 


Ecclesiastes 
Grief and sorrow does increase with knowledge and wisdom 
All are dust: This is the beginning and the end 
Opposites fill our lives from birth to death 
Left to time and chance are our days 
Do we want both hands full with a vexed spirit? 
Let us rejoice with a little in one hand, with a quiet soul 
| Know we must do good to many to become good 
Two or more are better than one — alone there is no help 
Speak not in haste and be few in words 


Haste reveals fools in the failure of their words 


One of these sinners destroys much good 

In the righteous there is sin, yet not foolish vows 
Vice does fill the whole soul, yet 

Never give up, for a living dog is better than a dead lion 
Ever rejoice in God’s gifts and consider the adversity of life 

God grants whether or not death is better than birth 
Remember God’s ways therefore, for He judges every secret act 


Sweet shall then be the sleep of His true laborers 


The Song of Solomon 


Passion of the mind and soul can heat and destroy like fire 
Gains of the flesh are so fleeting 
And will | decide that the cost has value? 
Oh, thou fairest among women 
She seems my inevitable fate 
Desire towards her is great 
She is ravishing my heart 
Be a song to that heart now! 
| seek your love more than Gold 


Undaunted | must have you 


Our love shall be as strong as death and as hot as coals 

| want my left hand behind your head, my right embracing you 
Neck with a chain of gold | will kiss 

Lust Is the fruit sweet to my taste 
Do your lips taste better than fine wine? 

Does your body compare to the savor of spices? 
Ever will you delight me? 

Say you will, my dove, and speak words as sweet as honeycomb 
Set me as a Seal upon your heart 

Love me with passion that cannot be quenched with many waters 


Thoughts of something more gently guides me 


| remember former Love 
Realms of a God unseen, but gently felt 
Very soon | must choose which path to take 
Oh, that | may follow the Lasting Path 
Ever may thine Grace abound 
You have been faithful and kind to me always 
Shall | then decide to stray? 


Stay with Thee | must 


Isaiah 
Therefore cease to do evil 
And seek Righteous and Merciful judgments 
Relieve the oppressed rather than having wanton eyes 
Will | hear the prayer of those full of sin? 
Unto the sinful will comes blindness and oppression of thought 
If you turn to me, you will be heard again 
Then you will no longer think evil is good; that light is darkness 
Choose sweetness over a bitter life; beauty over burning 
Have you not been proud to see yourselves as wise and prudent? 


Know of the Lord God, and trust in His Salvation 


Instead of joying in food and drink, thirst and hunger after God 
Eat the honey and butter of His Love in refusing evil 

Strength and salvation shall be for those who sing the ways of God 
Defiled are those who transgress the Law and Covenant 

How can the Lord wipe away the tears of those who turn away? 
Please turn from adding sin to sin — trusting in the world 

And turn from making lies your refuge and using self-falsehoods 
Everyone who sins is trodden down with their own deceit 

Refuge is in the Lord; not in lies, false pride, and vain thoughts 
Oh remember: man is servant, not God 


Do you serve with your all? 


Protection cannot be given to those who choose their own way 
For those who delight in sinning, God will not hear their speech 

Low will be those who sang their own song and refused God’s 
Or those who used the Lord’s name for their own purpose 

Everyone who turns from God shall sing the song of sorrow 


Rebellious people, turn from self-destruction — towards the Lord 


Jeremiah 

Many depart from the mercy of the Lord 

Learning of the Lord’s ways ceases with them 
And they become wise in evil ways 

Are they ashamed, or even blush? 
Your enemy is within you and you rot with selfishness 

Would that you would answer when God calls 
Interest is in pleasure and evil imagination, not God 

On to a primitive animal-like existence, you rush 
Will you not receive corrections? 


No, but you would rather wither and be cut off 


Real Truth has perished in your hearts 
Most love deceit and choose evil associations 
Iniquity and darkness are your family 
You avoid Truth so you can continue from evil to evil 
Teaching of lies and committing iniquity are your schools 
“How have we sinned? What are our iniquities?” you say 
Even in your questions there is nothing but self-deceit and denial 
Ever before you are the paths of Life and death 
To those who listen the path of Life is told 
And those who walk the path of death ignore God and His ways 


Hear and walk the path God has prepared 


Remember, and He shall forget 
You must search for God with all your heart and soul 


Then will He replenish your weary and sorrowful soul 


Ezekiel 
May you watch and be warned 
Turn towards |, the Lord 
And away from your human weakness 
Understand | cannot help you: 
You deliberately choose abominations 
Righteous was required 
| will not spare you from your choices 
Never do | have pleasure in this 
Quickly come, quickly obey 


Flee out of Egypt to the place | choose 


Understand and live! 
Remember | am not equal 
| judge the righteous differently than the wicked 
Overcome the sword, famine, noisome beast, and pestilence 
Come now and | will not mention past transgressions 
Make your own path, and your good works will not be mentioned 
Kindness is only shown to those who know the holy from the profane 
Seek the clean and shun the unclean 
Love my statutes and laws and live 
| will judge between cattle and rams 


You can be mine and | can be yours 


New spirits shall turn your heart of stone into flesh 


Daniel 
Will you defile the body? 
Eating what the world offers you pollutes 
Eat the simple food and water of the earth 
All the kings’ meat defiles the body and soul 
Look and you will see 
The body and the soul are connected 


Look for meaning in what you consume 


Hosea 
Remember knowledge and mercy 
Learn they are loved by the Lord 
Everyone is torn 
Everyone is smitten 
Those who know the Lord will have no other gods 
Then will their wounds be bound up and healed 
Under Redemption will they be rescued 
Under Mercy they shall be ransomed 
Raised to become a green tree with fruit 


Seeing the Lord’s ways they gladly do 


Now, they know the ways of God are right 


Joel 
Look to God for kindness and grace 
Do men do the same? 
All the earth is at war 
All the weak claim they are strong 
Shall the Lord support this? 
You will see the last days as Great and Terrible 


The stars will darken and the whole earth will quake 


Soon after the fountain of God will revive all 


Amos 

Famine is in the land for God’s Word 

Even as God sends those prophets that speak of Him 
Everyone hears the warning which has been sounded 

And, do they fear? No, they are at ease! 
And are they straight with the plumb-line of the Lord? 

See, they turn judgment to bitterness, rightness to poison 
Remember to live in a way so the Lord is with you 


Establish good judgments by seeking and loving good 


Obadiah 
Be not deceived 
Pride in hearts will destroy 
Lord, send thy ambassadors one more time! 
Revile those who said: “Who shall bring me down to the ground?” 
| know the Lord will make them low 
| Know their own might and power deceives them 
None will escape the Lords rewards 
Dismayed will be the mighty 
Destruction will be turned on their own head 


Everyone of them will be as though they had not been 


Safe and delivered will be the Kingdom of God 


Jonah 
“Oh, turn from your evil ways oh, Nineveh! 
Behold, the Lord has commanded this against my will 
Fast and pray - Turn towards God 
Everyone be ashamed of sin 
Mightily cry unto God for His Grace.” 
God is good, merciful, and forgiving 
Everyone in Nineveh turned from sin towards God 
Labors of Jonah, Grace of God, willingness of hearts 
“Reason with me now Jonah why you are angry with this 


A shelter of vines | grew for you did die, and you were sad 


Can you say you planted it, and labored to nourish it? 
Did not your labors at Nineveh produce fruit which angered you? 


You make no sense in this, your foolishness” 


Micah 
Because the Lord delights in mercy 
Never forever is anger 
Until | fall, | cannot rise 
Oh enemy who darkens me, The Lord is my light! 
Rise my enemy! Devise your iniquity in the morning 
Then practice it because you can 


Never will you then escape the fire you yourselves have kindled 


Nahum 
View when | come! 
When chariots of men rage in the streets 
On the broadways they jostle one against the other 
And they look like many torches as they go 
In speed they are like the lightning 
Remember | was slow to anger, yet great 
Can | acquit the wicked when | am just? 
Never can | be false 
Everyone who sells out nations and destroys families 


| will cut off with my sword, and also, 


On those who make cities filled with lies and robbery 
Never can they know my Light; darkness will pursue them 
For | know those who trust me 


Good will | be to those who have Me as their stronghold 


Habakkuk 
| cry for You to save me and You will not! 
When will You hear me? 
Nasty and bitter is this world 
And this people are violent 
Please hear me, Lord! 
| call on You and You show me iniquity 
And You let the wicked surround the righteous 
Thy promise of judgment does not come 
| grieve because of Your laziness! 


For this the Lord answered me thus: 


“Now hear Me dear child 
Oh, that you were patient 
We must all pass through grief 
Remember that the end will soeak and not lie 
Everything happens in their appointed time 
The time will seem to tarry 
We must all wait for it, but it will surely come 
High ones, who are not upright, will never be satisfied 
| see their eternal desire, and it is death and hell 
Everyone of these does covet an increase that is not theirs 


Live in times of evil by remembering Great Mercy 


Everyone who lives by faith will be counted as righteous 


Live by My Love and you will yet rejoice in My Salvation” 


Zephaniah 
The proud do magnify themselves against God’s own 
Just as always, they Know no shame 
Enquiry of Me is not known among them, nether do they seek 
Unjust, they practice violence and deceit 
Rewarded, they will see the day of darkness and gloom 
Sirens of alarm will they know 
Ramparts will not protect, nor will gold deliver them 
They will be in distress because they were against me 
| will punish those who believe no evil will come from wickedness 


| will have fierce anger on those who oppressed righteousness 


Before anger comes to you, seek righteousness and meekness 
Consumed and devoured will be the proud of the earth 
Language and unity will be established 
Every stumbling block will be consumed 


Each shall trust God and | will be in their mist 


Haggai 


You plant much, but harvest little 
Not enough can you eat 
Obtaining drink you cannot quench your thirst 
Occupation does not bring you satisfaction 
Underfed and malnourished do you feel 
Thermal clothing cannot keep you warm 
Rewards do not come 
Much its the labor of your days 
Why do you not consider your ways? 


In bags with holes you do put your wealth 


Always looking for much you see little come 
Nothing seems to come of your ways 
Yet for all of your efforts, all you have blows away 


Ever will you ask why? 


Zechariah 
See the diviners who speak lies and false dreams 
Comfort they give is in vain 
Even now, Jerusalem is becoming a burdensome stone 
Occupants will be surrounded by the world 
Cut to pieces will the world be as they gather against My City 
Many in Jerusalem will be violated as the city fights 
Offenders that battle Jerusalem will be consumed as they stand 
In agony their eyes will melt and their tongues blackened 
Now the people look on the Savior of their lives 


Now they begin to awake as if it were morning 


Deeply they look on that which their fathers did do 


Gladly they accept His Grace and Mercy 


Malachi 
End your partialness in keeping My ways 
For you only do what is convenient 
Never do to be seen, but do to be 
Until then, you will not be able to abide at My coming 
Give Me all and then you will be My jewels 
Long then will | soare you and be with you always 
And | will discern My servants and those who serve themselves 
Like an oven the earth will burn to destroy the proud 
Gone will be the wicked in that terrible day 


You will then walk upon their ashes 


Earth shall then fill with My own 


Afterword 


| hope you have enjoyed reading these poems. It is my hope that 
you will investigate those things which have caught your interest. | be- 
lieve that as you read the divine work of the Old Testament you will see 
things that are relevant to your life. You might see things which fit into 
your own frame of reference — things not apparent to me. | have seen 


beautiful treasures in the Old Testament and | believe you will too. 


The divine treasure of the Old Testament was given to us to use by 
those earthen vessels seeking God in the eternities. | believe that as we 
consider their writings, that we too will have spiritual adventures that will 


touch and influence our lives for good. 


God did not create the Old Testament. God instead created the 
people of the Old Testament. He touched their lives and these people’s 
spiritual experiences and stories were recorded by human observers in a 
language spoken by the people of Arabia, Assyria, Babylonia, 
Mesopotamia, Palestine, Phoenicia, and Syria into every modern lan- 
guage conceivable. 

The Old Testament is dedicated to God for man’s use. As you seek 


truth within the pages of the Old Testament you can pick up valuable 


clues how you too might become closer to God. | pray that you do. 


Author's Notes 

Words, in the poetry and the following author notes, which are capital- 
ized, are meant to be a reference to God in some way. Please also note 
that the wording will often vary from one version of the Bible to the oth- 
er. In my studies | have used more than one version and therefore the 
reader may not see the same type of word usage as the version they are 


USING. 


Genesis 

Line 2: Deuteronomy 4:29-31 reminds us to seek God with our whole 
heart. 

Line 4: Also meaning “The Mighty God of Israel.” See Genesis 33:20. 


Line 6: Jacob is also known as Israel. 


Line 8: See Genesis 35:23 and 1 Chronicles 5:3. 

Line 12: See Genesis 35:24. 

Line 14: See Genesis 37:21-22. 

Line 17: See Genesis 37:29. 

Line 19: Genesis 42:22 shows evidence that Reuben genuinely cared for 
his brother Joseph even though Joseph was Reuben’s half-brother. 


Line 25: See 1 Chronicles 5:1-2. 


Exodus 

Line 5: The tribes of Israel often wanted to return to Egypt even when 
they were at the edge of their goal. See Numbers 14:4-6. Renting or 
tearing the clothing in these verses is done out of sorrow for Israel’s dis- 


obedience and blasphemy. 


Lines 6 and 7: Their hearts often remembered and longed for how things 
used to be. See Numbers 11:5. 

Line 13: See Exodus 39:13. Juda’s stone was found in the middle of the 
bottom row on the breastplate of Israel. Ouches are ornamental clasps 


or settings. 


Leviticus 

Lines 1 to 3: See Leviticus 13:45-46. To put a covering on the upper lip 
is like saying: “Cover your mouth when you talk.” They must also wear 

torn clothing as a sign of sorrow and have messed-up hair in wild disar- 
ray. “Bare” means no head covering such as a hat or scarf. 

Line 6: See Leviticus 14:57. 


Line 8: Leviticus 18:3-5 warns us to not be as the world. 


Lines 9 to 11: See Leviticus 18:24. 

Line 12: We should instead leave the world for the Lord; for the Lord in- 
tends to separate us from everyone else by our distinction. See Leviti- 
cus 20:26. 

Line 13: In First Kings 18:21 Elijah asks: “How long will you have two 
opinions?” and then asked the people to choose. 

Line 14: Leviticus 18:24-28 essentially says: “These people are being 
thrown out because of their behavior. You will be thrown out too, if you 
don't behave.” 

Line 16: Day of Atonement. See Leviticus 25:9-10. 

Line 17: See Isaiah 61:1. 

Line 18: See Leviticus 18:24. “Vomiting” is used here to illustrate a vio- 


lent expulsion. 


Line 19: That is: to have a standard of righteousness devoid of all pollu- 
tion, idolatry, and superstition. See Leviticus 19:2. 

Line 20: See Second Kings 23:3. 

Line 21: Leviticus 26:15 and Leviticus 26:19-21 tells us we must keep 
His statutes or all our efforts will be in vain. 

Line 22: Malachi warns us of partial obedience in Malachi 2:9. 

Line 23: Job tells us that God makes us whole in Job 5:17-18. 

Line 24: “Show me thy ways, Lord, Teach me Your path.” See Psalms 


25:4. 


Numbers 


Line 3: In the desert the lack of water brings real peril. See Numbers 
20:1-5 to learn more about the mental state of the people. “Chode” 
used in these verses means “to contend.” 

Lines 6 and 7: See Numbers 11:5. 

Line 9: Numbers 24:10 tells of Balaam’s blessing of Israel followed by 
Balak’s reaction. Beating or striking the hands together was a token of 
anger. 

Line 13: See Numbers 24:2. 

Lines 14 and 15: The vow which separated Israel from the world is re- 
ferred to in Numbers 6:2. 

Lines 16, 18, and 19: The spiritual food of study and prayer must be 
gathered daily like manna. 

Line 17: See Numbers 11:6-8. 


Line 20: Numbers 14:39-41 gives an example of adding sin to sin: They 
confessed rebellion, yet continued to disobey by heading to the 
Promised Land after God told them they would not enter. 

Line 21: See Numbers 14:18. Despite mercy, God does not make the 
wicked innocent. 

Line 22: Don’t follow worldly impulses, hopes, and dreams. See Num- 
bers 15:39-40. 

Line 23: The serpent symbolizes Christ much the same way the cross 
does now: If we look to Him we are saved from the poison of sinning. 
See Numbers 21:5-9. 

Line 24: Egypt here represents the ways of the world, or the ways of 
evil. We are told in Jeremiah 18:8 that the Lord will spare the nation that 


turns from evil. 


Line 25: The psalmist reminds us that it is the Lord that delivers us from 
death. See Psalms 116:8. 

Line 26: See Numbers 16:1-33. Sheol, referred here, means the under- 
world or place of the dead. Dathan and those who follow him are swal- 
lowed up by the earth because Dathan is unrighteously seeking power 
and authority over God’s people much like Satan’s persistent efforts. 
Line 27: |lsaiah 40:31 tells us that those who wait on the Lord shall have 
strength, power, and endurance. 

Lines 28 and 29: They prophesied with the zeal of the apostles as read 
about in the New Testament. See Numbers 11:25-29. 

Line 30: The people were warned not to rebel (see Numbers 14:8-9) or 
they would perish as seen in Numbers 16:1-33, Numbers 16:41-49, and 
Numbers 21:5-9. 


Deuteronomy 

Line 1: See Deuteronomy 2:34 and 3:6-7. 

Lines 2 to 4: See Deuteronomy 7:16. 

Lines 5 and 6: See Deuteronomy 3:28. 

Line 8: See Deuteronomy 6:24. 

Line 9: See Deuteronomy 11:18-19. 

Line 10: That we may believe there is a tomorrow, and to avoid worldly 
anguish when we are diligent in the Lord’s work: See Deuteronomy 
28:1. If we will not be diligent then: See Deuteronomy 28:65-66: 

Line 11 and 12: See Deuteronomy 7:9-10. 


Line 13: See Deuteronomy 7:16. 


Lines 14 to 16: Purify yourselves rather than being stubborn; remove 
your wayward desires. See Deuteronomy 10:16-17. 

Line 17: The Egyptian army was destroyed in the Reed Sea. See 
Deuteronomy 11:4. 

Line 19: Deuteronomy 13:3-4 gives an example of how God allows us to 
be tested. For example: the magicians and priests of Egypt or other 
mystics tempt the people with deception. 

Line 20: Give honor to God instead. See Deuteronomy 13:6-8: 

Line 21: Money often twists judgment and corrupts decision. See 
Deuteronomy 16:18-19. 

Line 23: When you move into a home, pray and give thanks to God, and 
recognize all things are given by His grace. See Deuteronomy 20:5. 


Line 25: See Deuteronomy 15:5. 


Line 28: Serve out of love rather than obligation, and then give praise to 
God for these opportunities. See Deuteronomy 28:47. Live the Law of 
Abundance: Ecclesiastes 11:1 tells us giving liberally will be to our bene- 
fit. 

Line 29: See Deuteronomy 30:20. 

Line 30: Deuteronomy 12:31 tells us what we can degrade to if we do 
not follow God’s counsel. 


Line 31: Deuteronomy 31:20 shows the general nature of mankind. 


Joshua 
Lines 1 and 2: See Joshua 2:13-14. 
Lines 3 and 4: See Joshua 6:17. 


Line 5: Joshua setting up twelve stones at Gilgal means that he set them 
up in acircle, as Gilgal means “Stone Circle.” See Joshua 3:15-17 and 
Joshua 4:7-23. 

Lines 6 and 7: The rotation of the earth stopped so the enemy could be 
destroyed. Israel's generals putting their feet on their enemies’ necks 
was a symbol they had defeated the coalition of Canaanite kings. See 
Joshua 10:1-27. 

Line 8: See Joshua 12:24. 

Lines 9 to 11: One item that was taken was a Babylonian garment im- 
ported from Shinar which was famous for its fine weaving and was worn 


in the Babylon states. See Joshua 7:19-25. 


Line 12: The people were a new generation willing to go and do as the 
Lord God commanded. See Joshua 1:16. Psalms 40:8 reflects their at- 
titudes: “I delight to do Thy will, O my God.” 

Line 13: Zechariah 1:3 reminds us that if we turn to God, He will turn to 
us. 

Line 14: Joshua 10:1-27 shows us that all those who joined Israel lived 
and those that fought against them were slaughtered. 


Lines 15 to 17: Proverbs 16:18 reminds us that pride destroys our lives. 


Judges 
Lines 1 to 3: Hosea 14:9 notifies us that the ways of the Lord are right 


and just; therefore we must walk in His ways. 


Lines 6 and 7: With the spirit of prophecy, Deborah resolved issues and 
declared God’s Word. See Judges 4:4. 

Line 8: An angel calls Gideon to deliver Israel. He destroys, among oth- 
er things, the Asherah idol or “the grove” which refers to a pole or tree 
representing a fertility goddess whose ceremonies consisted of open 
immoral displays and rituals. After he destroys the devilish idols his fa- 
ther, Joash, publicly mocks their false god. See Judges 6:8-32. 

Lines 9 and 10: See Judges 8:22-23. 

Lines 11 to 18: See Judges 10:12-14, and 11:7. 


Ruth 
Ruth means “the beloved.” 


Line 3: See Ruth 1:16. 


First and Second Samuel 

First Samuel chapter three discusses the calling of Samuel. According 
to Josephus the Lord appeared to Samuel at the tender age of twelve. 
Line 2: The psalmist reminds us that The Lord preserves those who love 
Him, but all the wicked will be destroyed. See Psalms 145:18-20. 

Line 3: First Samuel 9:2 states Saul was a “goodly” man when he was 
chosen to be king. 

Lines 4 to 8: The sin of performing ordinances without authority is relat- 
ed to us in First Samuel 13:8-14. 

Line 9: Saul is told in First Samuel 15:22-23 that “To obey is better than 
sacrifice” and then, Saul is told he is rejected as the king by the Lord, for 


he feared people more than God. 


Line 10: First Samuel 16:7 instructs us to “Look not on his countenance, 
or the height, or statue; for the Lord sees not as man — He sees the 
heart.” 

Lines 11 to 13: Inward pride destroys our relationship with God. The re- 
sult of pride is shown in First Samuel 16:14 when the spirit of the Lord 
leaves Saul. 

Lines 14 to 17: King Saul was very tall for an Israelite and therefore 
probably the most logical choice for the match against Goliath. King 
Saul was most likely looking for an out. David, on the other hand, had 
experience overcoming danger with God’s help as he was previously 
delivered out of the paw of the bear, and the lion; and now the hand of 


the giant. All these examples found in Samuel were given as evidence 


that God was with David at this time in his life. See first Samuel 
17:33-47. 

Line 18: Saul becomes angry when the people sing: “Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands” and then starts to believe that 
David must be seeking his throne. See First Samuel 18:7-8. 

Line 19: David has the opportunity to kill Saul, but spares him because 
he respects the Lords anointed and also to demonstrate to King Saul 
that the rumors about him being an enemy to the king were untrue. See 
First Samuel 24:10. 

Line 21: One account is talked about in First Samuel Chapter 31. 1 
Chronicles 10:13-14 tells us that the Lord also slew Saul for asking ad- 


vice from a Familiar Spirit, or spiritual medium, rather than God. 


Line 22: David was 30 when he began to reign. See Second Samuel 
5:4. 

Line 25: David is accused of murdering Uriah. See Second Samuel 
12:7-9. 

Lines 28 and 29: David's rebellious son Absalom dies and David says 
weeping: “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would God | 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son.” See Second Samuel 
18:29-33 and 19:4. 


First Kings 

Line 2: Knowing that no man can govern well without following the Lord, 
dying King David tells Solomon to keep the commandments. See First 
Kings 2:1-3. 


Line 4: The Lord makes Solomon wise as written in First Kings 4:29-31. 
Line 5: First Chronicles 22:8 tells us David could not build the house of 
the Lord because he had too much blood on his hands. 

Line 7: Twenty years after his rein, Solomon finishes the king’s house. 
See First Kings 9:10. 

Line 9: In First Kings 11:1-4 we read that Solomon had 700 wives and 
300 concubines. His marriages with foreign wives were mostly for politi- 
cal reasons and Solomon set up pagan shrines for them and foreign 
merchant traders. By verse nine we read the Lord Is angry with 
Solomon. 

Lines 10 to 13: See First Kings 11:29-33. When Ahijah rents his clothes 
into 12 pieces and predicts the loss of the ten tribes, the ripping up of 


his garment was an illustration to more deeply imprint his message in 


the mind of the king. Only Judah and Benjamin would remain. Philippi- 
ans 3:5 tells us Paul of the New Testament was out of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. 

Lines 15 and 16: King Rehoboam rejects the council of wise old men 
and takes the council of young and foolish friends. See First Kings 12:8, 
13-14. 

Line 17: |In First Kings 17:1 we read that Elijah (known as Eliyahu or 
Eliyah in the Hebrew language and Helias in the Greek language) is a 
Tishbite from Tishbe in Gilead. Symbolically it is likely mentioned to 
mean he was a foreigner or stranger to the area and a foreigner or 
stranger to the current way of living for the people of Israel, as they were 


in a fallen state. 


Lines 19 to 23: See First Kings 18:19-39. As the prophets of Baal were 


overpowered with some strange spirit, Elijah mocked their beastly luna- 


cy. 


Second Kings 

Line 2: “The wise hears his father’s instruction.” See Proverbs 13:1. 
Lines 3 and 4: First Kings 19:12 say communication with God is “a still 
small voice.” (KJV) 

Line 5: Elisha picked up the mantle thrown from the fiery chariot (2 Kings 
2:11-13). Afterwards, Elisha felt like the spirit of Elijah burned within him 
and Elisha sought to carry on Elijah’s works and miracles (e.g., 2 Kings 
6:4-7). As Elisha reflected Elijah in thought and deed, so we too should 


reflect the Lord in our life. 


Line 6: They pursued that which was empty or void of true substance. 
See Second Kings 17:15. 

Line 8: See Second Kings 17:9. 

Lines 10 to 12: It’s too easy to begin to worship a symbol of God rather 
than God. King Hezekiah felt it necessary to break up the brass serpent 
of Moses because people were worshiping it rather than what it repre- 
sented. See Second Kings 18:1, 4. The word “Nehushtan” in this scrip- 
ture means “Nothing but a piece of brass” or “pieces” of brass by the 
time King Hezekiah was through with it. It is thought that King Hezekiah 
reigned from between 716 to 687 BC. 

Lines 13 to 15: The Assyrians tell the people not to listen to their king 
who says, “Trust in the Lord.” See Second Kings 18:30-31, 36. 


Line 16: The Book of the Covenant in the temple was for those that 
swore to keep the Lord’s statutes with all their heart and soul. See Sec- 
ond Kings 23:2-3. 

Line 17: The book Hilkiah found in the temple says: put away idolatry 
and those who promote it. See Second Kings 23:24. 

Line 21: So we are not cast out from God’s presence. See Second 
Kings 24:20: In this scripture, casting them out of his sight means cast- 
ing Judah out of Jerusalem to Babylon. 

Lines 22 and 23: Zedekiah was tried and sentenced for treason. See 
Second Kings 25:5-7. 


First Chronicles 


Lines 1 and 2: Solomon means “peaceful.” See First Chronicles 22:9, 
19. 

Line 3: See First Chronicles 28:9-10, 20. 

Line 4: See First Chronicles 29:9. 

Line 5: See First Chronicles 28:3. 

Line 7: See First Chronicles 29:9. 

Line 8: See First Chronicles 29:5, 

Line 11: As a result, official genealogy does not list Reuben as the old- 
est. See First Chronicles 5:1-2. 

Lines 12: See First Chronicles 10:13-14. A “familiar spirit” is the same 
as a ‘spiritual medium” today; or one who seeks the advice and insight 


from the “dearly departed” rather than God’s Holy Spirit. 


Lines 13 to 17: See First Chronicles 16:8-12, 15, and 34. These verses 
in Chronicles mainly consisted of excerpts from Psalms 96, 105, and 
106 and are parts of a Song of Praise from the Choir of Asaph used for 
the temple’s dedicatory ceremonies. 

Line 18: Except those acts that are sanctioned by God, all “good inten- 


tions” are condemned. See First Chronicles 13:9-10, 15:2. 


Second Chronicles 

Line 1: God appeared to Solomon. See Second Chronicles 1:7 and 1 
Kings 9:2. 

Line 3: See Second Chronicles 5:13-14. 

Line 4: When Solomon finished the prayer, the glory of the Lord con- 


sumed the sacrifices. See Second Chronicles 7:1-2. 


Line 6: A seer is one who is permitted to “see” things which are hidden. 
“The future” would be an example. A prophet is one who testifies as 
explained in Revelations 19:10. Many regard a seer as greater than a 
prophet. See Second Chronicles 9:29 and 12:15. Iddo is also men- 
tioned with the title of a prophet in Zechariah 1:3. 

Line 7: See Second Chronicles 13:10. 

Line 8: See Second Chronicles 14:7. 

Lines 9, 10, and 21: See Second Chronicles 15:12-14. A cornet, or 
horn, is the word “shofar” in the Hebrew language. The slaying of unbe- 
lievers was part of the covenant they made with God as outlined in 
Chapter 13 of Deuteronomy. 

Line 11: See Second Chronicles 16:9. During the time period of Je- 


hoshaphat’s reign, Judah started a National Religious Education Pro- 


gram; for it was fruitless to profess religion without instructing the peo- 
ple at the same time. See Second Chronicles 17:9. 

Line 12: Second Chronicles 19:2 is a declaration that the wrath of God is 
over all those that support the wicked. 

Lines 13 to 15: See Second Chronicles 19:5-6, 9-11. The intent of the 
result is also important. 

Line 16: See Second Chronicles 20:15. 

Line 17: Through repentance the Lord not only helps us, but those next 
to us. See Second Chronicles 30:8-9. 

Line18: King Hezekiah always put his trust in the Lord, and was mindful 
not to offend Him. See Second Chronicles 32:8. 

Line 19: See Second Chronicles 14:7 and 15:15. 


Line 20: The king could not be humbled by Jeremiah’s words. As a re- 
sult the people followed the king’s example and therefore mocked and 
misused the many prophets and ambassadors of God sent among 
them. See Second Chronicles 36:12. 

Lines 22 and 23: See Second Chronicles 36:16. 

Line 24: Psalms 119:80 appeals: “Let my heart be sound in Thy statutes; 
that | am not ashamed.” 

Line 25: Zedekiah became king at 21 and was barely in his 30’s when he 
was hauled off to Babylon. Ah, the foolishness of youthful pride. See 
Second Chronicles 36:11 

Line 26: See Second Chronicles 36:13. 


Lines 27 and 28: Proverbs 16:18 provokes us to remember that, “Pride 
goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
Line 29: Psalms 20:7 states that, “Some trust in chariots, some in hors- 


es: but we remember the name of the Lord our God.” 


Ezra 

Chapter 2 of Ezra tells us that 49,897 people returned to the land of Ju- 
dah from Babylon. 

Ezra 3:11-13 states that they sang together and gave thanks to the 
Lord; because He is good, for His mercy endures forever towards His 
people. The people shouted, when they praised the Lord, when the 
foundation of the temple was laid. Many priests openly wept with a loud 


voice; many shouted with great joy. And the noise was heard far off. 


The Babylonians and Chaldean’s gave the returning Israelites gifts and 
necessities to help them on their way. Cyrus came to power in 538 BC 
The work on the temple began around 520 BC and was dedicated on 
April 1 in 515 BC 


Nehemiah 

Line 6: Sanballat was the governor of Samaria and Tobiah was an official 
under him. See Nehemiah 6:1-2. 

Line 7: See Nehemiah 4:17-18. 

Line 8: Because we are unclean we must be purified through the blood 
of The Lamb. The Urim and Thummim were used to determine who the 
true priests were. See Nehemiah 7:64-65. 


Line 11: They wept as the Law was read. See Nehemiah 8:8-9. 


Line 14: Nehemiah had to correct various religious abuses. See Ne- 
hemiah 8:18, Nehemiah 10:31, and Nehemiah 13:15, 18-21. 


Esther 

Ester’s Babylonian name was Ishtar. This story teaches us that while the 
wicked imagine and devise the destruction of others, they end up in the 
snares they have set. With the suffering and death of innocent people 


comes vengeance in the eternities from God’s justice. 


Job 
Line 7: It is said that, other than Christ, no man was more perfect than 
Job; and yet Job’s name means “to repent” which brings to mind turning 


away from wickedness towards God. 


Lines 4 and 5: Mire is yucky slimy ooze. Nasty as it is, it also provides 
nutrients and moisture for the plants growth. This is similar to our mor- 
tal existence. See Job 8:11. 

Line 6: See Job 14:1. 

Line 9: The psalmist advises us not to worry that the wicked are well- 
off. See Psalms 37:7. 

Line 10: See Job 30:16. 

Line 11: Job’s mind, body, and soul were all maimed and in anguish. 
See Job 6:4 

Line 12: See Job 8:3. 

Line 13: Day after hopeless day Job’s one and only hope, the Lord, has 


seemingly departed from him. See Job 7:6. 


Line 14: Job does not justify anything or anybody, because he knows he 
will stand before the great judge who is his deliverer. See Job 19:25. 
Line 16: It is God’s spirit that gives people wisdom; not age or worldly 


experience. See Job 32:8-9. 


Psalms 

Note: Often in Psalms you will notice the word “Selah.” The Book of 
Psalms is a book of music (or at least the words to the music) and the 
word “Selah” is an instruction to create a pause to indicate a time to 
modify the music in some way. 

Line 1: See Psalms 20:7. 

Line 2: See Psalms 5:11, Psalms 7:1, and Psalms 115:9. 


Line 3: See Psalms chapter 6. 


Line 4: Showing a burning desire to serve the Lord. See Psalms 42:1. 
Line 5: Deliver us from justice by the Law of Grace O’ Lord. The Law of 
Justice brings those under it death and hell. We are delivered from the 
Justice we deserve through the Law of Grace, brought about by the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. See Psalms 116:8. 

Line 6: Sin provokes God’s righteous vengeance; yet mercy pardons the 
sins of His elect so He is good and generous to the repentant. See 
Psalms 145:8-9. 

Line 7: See Psalms 119:15. 

Line 8: God will remember those in the faith of His promise, as they 
strive not to deviate from His law. See Psalms 25:4. 

Line 9: Or “bronze” which is seemingly strong: God teaches us how to 


overcome that which is strong. See Psalms 18:34. 


Line 10: The world and everything in it is God’s. See Psalms 50:12. 
Line 11: See Psalms 52:3-4. The title of this psalm is “The Fate of Cyn- 
ics” written about David’s enemy Doeg. 

Lines 13 and 14: See Psalms 73:1-3 and 94:3. 

Line 15: See Psalms 37:28. 

Line 16: See Psalms 97:5. 

Line 17: It may seem like God lets the wicked prosper; and it may even 
seem that He favors them. See Psalms 37:7-9. 

Line 18: See Psalms 119:116. 

Line 19: Hate all that is evil and the Lord will rescue you from evil 
beings. These two things will be required: First detest vice in your very 
nature and secondly, trust in God’s deliverance. See Psalms 97:10. 


Line 20: With zeal. See Psalms 119:131 


Line 21: God sees from far away, yet distance does not hinder God in 
His justice or mercy. See Psalms 138:6. 

Line 22: The righteous will have sufficient for their needs, but the wicked 
will never be satisfied with what they have. See Psalms 37:16. 

Line 23: See Psalms 147:11. 

Line 25: Remorse and penitence: a wounded heart followed by faith in 
seeking the Lord’s mercy. See Psalms 51:17. 

Line 26: Clean thoughts and the right desires create a new creature in 
Christ. See Psalms 51:10. 

Line 27: See Psalms 119:40. 

Line 28: See Psalms 107:21 and 119:80. 

Line 29: See Psalms 63:1. This psalm was written by David as he was 


hiding in the Judean wilderness in the desert of Ziph. 


Line 30: See Psalms 78:35. 
Line 31: “Amen, and Amen” can be translated as “So it be, even so it 


be.” Amen is used as a firm affirmation of truth. See Psalms 72:19. 


Proverbs 

Line 1: See Proverbs 14:16-17. 

Line 4: It is necessary to have both faith and obedience in the Word of 
God. See Proverbs 1:30-31. 

Line 5: We must obey without worldly doubting and reason which does 
not know how to see the things of God. See Proverbs 3:11-15. 

Line 7: Meditate on the things in your life and evaluate all that you do. 
See Proverbs 4:26. 


Line 8: Correction and discipline are ways of life. See Proverbs 6:23. 


Line 9: Wise planning: See Proverbs 24:3. 

Line 10: See Proverbs 10:12. 

Line 11: See Proverbs 22:15. 

Line 12: See Proverbs 17:28. 

Line 13: See Proverbs 19:18. 

Line 14: You will spiritually profit from a diligent study of the Word of 
God. See Proverbs 8:17. 

Line 15: See Proverbs 21:17. 

Line 16: To hate the Lord’s ways is to love one’s own death. See 
Proverbs 8:36. 

Line 17: Conceited people condemn those around them in admiration of 
themselves. See Proverbs 12:15. 

Line 19: See Proverbs 3:11. 


Line 20: To learn you have to be taught. See Proverbs 12:1. 

Line 21: Proverbs 1:7 tells us of this first step. 

Line 22: See Proverbs 2:19. 

Line 24: See Proverbs 15:8. 

Line 25: See Proverbs 15:28. 

Line 26: See Proverbs 15:17. 

Line 27: Proverbs 20:17 speaks of food (but, anything else for that mat- 
ter) that is gained by fraudulent means. 

Lines 28 and 29: See Proverbs 30:11-13. 

Line 30: In becoming wise there is hope. See Proverbs 24:13-14. 
Line 31: That they may be ashamed of themselves. See Proverbs 
25:21-22. 

Lines 32 to 34: See Proverbs 28:5. 


Ecclesiastes 

Line 1: When people obtain the highest educational degrees they are 

still not content: This world brings us no lasting happiness no matter 

how much we see, hear, or experience. See Ecclesiastes 1:18. 

Line 2: |In this world, all is vanity. See Ecclesiastes 12:7-8. 

Line 4: Those things which are done by the providence of God are la- 
beled as “coincidence” or “happenstance” by the world. See Ecclesi- 
astes 9:11. 

Lines 5 and 6: See Ecclesiastes 4:6. 


Line 8: Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 speaks of a mutually profitable society. 


Lines 9 and 10: Keep your ears open and your mouth shut so you don't 
say things that you regret. If you say it, you need to do it. See Ecclesi- 
astes 5:2-5. 

Line 11: One bad apple does spoil the whole bunch. See Ecclesiastes 
918: 

Lines 13 and 14: While one is alive there is still hope of living a Right 
Life. See Ecclesiastes 9:4. 

Line 15: Nothing is certain in this life as there will be good and bad times 
for everyone. See Ecclesiastes 7:14. 

Line 16: See Ecclesiastes 7:1. 

Line 17: See Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. 


Line 18: Covetousness first turns to abundance and then to destruction. 
When at the point of destruction, one does not remember much of the 


joys of former wealth and superiority. See Ecclesiastes 5:12. 


The Song of Solomon 

The Song of Solomon contains the voice of the bride who addresses her 
groom (assumed to be King Solomon); the groom’s responses; and the 
young women of Jerusalem who act as the chorus. The Song of 
Solomon has a claim of the allegory of the transcendent communication 
of the love Jesus Christ has for his church. Tradition says it was written 
by Solomon, but the style and vocabulary place its creation sometime 
after Jerusalem's exile to Babylon. These are in fact love poems which 


barrow much of its content from Egyptian love poetry about lovers unit- 


ed, then divided, who seek each other, and then find what they are 
after. The poem which | have created involves the temptations of the 
world and then the soul’s decision to respond to the call of God 


instead. 


Isaiah 

Lines 1 to 4: Cease vain confidence and let the Lord help you. See Isa- 
lah 1:13 and 15-20. 

Lines 6, 10, and 13: See Isaiah 12:1-2. It is only in God that we can 
place our confidence and trust. 

Lines 7 and 9: People look for facts rather than “The Truth.” However, 
“The Facts” are twisted according to their own vision. See Isaiah 


220221, 


Line 8: When women become arrogant and prideful the Lord will not 
only punish them, but their loved ones as well. See Isaiah 3:16-17, and 
24-26. 

Line 11: God’s gifts, which sustain eternal life, cannot be bought with 
money. See Isaiah 55:1-2. 

Line 12: See Isaiah 7:15-16. 

Line 14: See Isaiah 24:5-6. 

Line 15: Christ will fill sorrow with joy. See Isaiah 25:8-9. 

Line 16: When you ask advice from everyone but the Lord, you will be 
disappointed. See Isaiah 30:1-2. 

Line 17: See Isaiah 28:15. 

Line 18: Crushing affliction will replace vain confidence. See Isaiah 
28:17-18. 


Line 19: The nature of man is neither just nor upright; only God can be 
trusted. See Isaiah 59:7-18. 

Lines 20 and 21: God made man; man didn’t make God. Do not em- 
brace anything but the Living God. See Isaiah 44:12-21. 

Lines 22 and 23: Going through the motions of the gospel without faith 
and true repentance towards God is vanity, and is no better than decid- 
ing to use good luck charms and worshiping heroes. See Isaiah 66:3-4. 
Lines 24 to 26: See Isaiah 65:13-14. 

Line 27: Declining God's invitations so you can follow the delights of 


your dreams, whatever they may be, is idolatry. See Isaiah 65:2-3. 


Jeremiah 


Line 1: The wicked always have some excuse for what they do, but they 
are only fooling themselves, for God will examine their deeds and 

intent. See Jeremiah 17:5-10. 

Line 2: See Jeremiah 32:21-23. 

Line 3: See Jeremiah 4:22. 

Line 4: See Jeremiah 6:15. 

Line 6: See Jeremiah 7:13. 

Lines 7 to 9: See Jeremiah 7:23-24. 

Lines 10 and 11: See Jeremiah 7:28. 

Line 12: See Jeremiah 9:5-6. 

Line 14: See Jeremiah 9:3. 

Lines 16 and 17: The wicked act as if God had no just cause for punish- 


ing them. See Jeremiah 16:10. 


Lines 18 and 19: See Jeremiah 21:8. 

Line 20: A form of astrology was practiced during the reigns of Man- 
asseh and Amon. By this practice they were choosing eternal death. 
See Jeremiah 8:2-3. 

Line 22: The new contract God gives us is through the Holy Ghost, di- 
rectly to our heart and soul. See Jeremiah 31:31-34. 


Line 24: God replaces sorrow with joy. See Jeremiah 31:25. 


Ezekiel 

Lines 1 and 2: Those who know The Truth become “the watchman” and 
must warn others. The wicked will not escape punishment no matter 
what the watchman does, but all of the watchmen must answer for any 


negligence on their part. See Ezekiel 33:1-11. 


Lines 3 to 8: See Ezekiel 18:20-24 and 32. 

Lines 10 and 11: See Ezekiel 20:10-11. 

Lines 12 and 13: See Ezekiel 33:20. 

Line 14: See Ezekiel 14:21. 

Line 15: See Ezekiel 18:22. 

Line 16: See Ezekiel 18:24. 

Lines 17 and 18: The wicked who serve within the church of God will 
view their service as just another task to be completed. See Ezekiel 
22:26. 

Line 19: Service needs to be done out of love rather than out of obliga- 
tion. See Ezekiel 36:25-28. 

Line 20: Ezekiel 34:17-20 also could be translated as to say, “Between 


one kind of sheep and another kind.” 


Daniel 

In this set of scriptures, Daniel must triumph over all of his ordeals and 
temptations. 

Lines 1 and 2: Daniel’s name was changed to Belteshazzar. This is one 
of the ways his captors attempt to erase his true identity. See Daniel 
1:7-8. 

Line 3: Pulse is a plant based diet such as grains, seeds, and vegeta- 
bles. See Daniel 1:12. 

Lines 4 to 6: Daniel 1:15-17 demonstrates how the body and the mind 


are connected. 


Hosea 


Line 1: See Hosea 6:6. 

Lines 3 and 4: See Hosea 6:1. 

Lines 5 and 8: The Lord calls us to repentance by asking us to change 
from being an ungrateful people, to being a grateful people. See Hosea 
13:4-6. 

Line 9: Whoever truly joins God is blessed with a productive spiritual 
life. See Hosea 14:8 

Line 11: See Hosea 14:9. 


Joel 

Line 1: God is not eager to punish anybody. See Joel 2:13. 
Line 2: Serve God with your heart rather than ceremonies. 
Line 3: See Joel 3:9 


Line 4: See Joel 3:10. 

Lines 6 and 7: See Joel 2:10-11. 

Line 8: Water and comfort will be in former barren places. See Joel 
3.10. 


Amos 

Line 1: See Amos 8:11-12. 

Line 2: See Amos 3:7. 

Line 3: See Amos 3:6. 

Line 4: See Amos 6:1. 

Line 5: The Lord will make crooked things straight and no longer over- 


look trespasses. See Amos 7:7-8. 


Line 6: The wicked defile and ruin everything that should be virtuous and 
true. See Amos 6:12. 
Line 8: See Amos 5:14-15. 


Obadiah 

Line 1: The wrong friends destroy an upright life with their friendship. 
See Obadiah 1:7. 

Line 2: See Obadiah 1:3. 

Line 5: See Obadiah 1:4. 

Line 8: See Obadiah 1:9. 

Line 9: See Obadiah 1:15. 

Line 10: They will disappear from history and will neither be famous nor 
infamous. See Obadiah 1:16. 


Line 11: See Obadiah 1:17, 21. 


Jonah 

Jonah was called to go to Nineveh, a large (It took about three days to 
walk from one end to the other. See Jonah 3:3) and important city of the 
Assyrians with an estimated population at the time of just under 200,000 
people. To avoid this Jonah headed to Tarshish also Known as Tartes- 
SOS in Spain. It was so far away, it was known as “the end of the world.” 
Line 1: See Jonah 3:8. 

Line 7: See Jonah 3:4-5. Jonah left the city of Nineveh for forty days af- 
ter his mission was completed, waiting for it to be destroyed. 

Line 8: See Jonah 3:10. 

Line 9: See Jonah 4:1. 


Lines 10 to 13: See Jonah 4:4 and 8-10. 


Micah 

Lines 1 and 2: God is not angry forever because he delights in mercy. 
See Micah 7:18 

Lines 3 and 4: See Micah 7:8. 

Lines 5 and 6: See Micah 2:1. 

Line 7: See Micah 5:8. 


Nahum 
Lines 1 to 5: See Nahum 2:4. 
Lines 6 to 8: The wicked would take advantage of God’s mercy so they 


could sin even more. See Nahum 1:3. 


Line 9: See Nahum 3:4. 

Line 10: To suddenly destroy. See Nahum 3:15. 
Line 11: See Nahum 3:1. 

Line 12: See Nahum 1:8. 

Lines 13 and 14: That you are not discouraged, know that God is good. 
See Nahum 1:7. 


Habakkuk 

Lines 1 and 2: Lawlessness prevails. See Habakkuk 1:2. 

Lines 3 and 4: The people do not even believe in the miracles they wit- 
ness because they have no faith in God. See Habakkuk 1:5 and 9. 
Lines 5 and 6: See Habakkuk 1:3. 


Lines 7 to 9: Even those judges sworn to uphold the law are evil like 
everyone else. See Habakkuk 1:4. 

Line 10: The Lord will write His answers on large tablets (like billboards) 
that all can easily see. See Habakkuk 2:2. 

Lines 11, 12, and 14 to 17: See Habakkuk 2:3. 

Line 13: See Isaiah 53:2-7. 

Lines 18 and 19: The proud are like the drunk: without reason or sense. 
See Habakkuk 2:4-5. 

Line 20: The more power and possessions the wicked get, the more 
concerned they will be. See Habakkuk 2:6. 

Line 21: See Habakkuk 3:2. 

Line 22: See Habakkuk 2:4. 

Line 23: See Habakkuk 3:18. 


Zephaniah 

Line 1: See Zephaniah 2:10. 

Line 2: The fact that God has never directly sooken to you does not give 
you the legitimate excuse to be wicked. See Zephaniah 3:5. 

Line 3: See Zephaniah 1:6. 

Line 4: See Zephaniah 1:9. 

Line 5: The end of their world. See Zephaniah 1:15. 

Line 6: The alarm referred to here is the sound made from blowing a 
“shofar” or rams horn. See Zephaniah 1:16. 

Line 7: See Zephaniah 1:18. 

Line 8 See Zephaniah 1:17. 


Line 9: Those who have been complacent or indifferent will be 
punished. Nothing shall escape. See Zephaniah 1:12. 

Line 10: See Zephaniah 2:2. 

Line 11: See Zephaniah 2:3. 

Line 12: See Zephaniah 3:8. 

Line 13: The Lord will publish His grace throughout the world. See 
Zephaniah 3:9. 

Line 14: See Zephaniah 1:2-3. 

Line 15: See Zephaniah 3:17. 


Haggai 
The events in The Book of Haggai take place around 520 BC and ad- 


dresses the exiles who had returned from Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem. 


Line 1: And so your work brings you nothing without putting God first. 
See Chapter 1:6-9. 


Zechariah 

Lines 1 and 2: “Lying visions” referred to in Zechariah 10:2 is a 
“teraphim” or a “household god” used as an instrument of divination. 
Lines 3 to 5: See Zechariah 12:3. 

Lines 6 and 7: The valley opening up and touching “Azel” refers to a 
hamlet on the eastern outskirts of Jerusalem. This reference gives the 
reader an idea of how big the valley will be. Zechariah 14:2-9 

Line 8: “The Lord will smite all those who fight against Israel and they 


will be consumed as they stand on their feet. Their eyes will melt out of 


their sockets and their tongues shall be burned out of their mouth.” 
This passage of scripture sounds like it could be a nuclear holocaust or, 
in other versions of the Bible you might read, a disease brought about 
by a powerful biological weapon. But, in either case, it is a mass de- 
struction of those who will camp against Israel. See Zechariah 14:12. 
Lines 9 to 12: The people of Jerusalem will weep and mourn when they 


realize what their ancestors did to their Savior. See Zechariah 12:10. 


Malachi 

Line 1: See Malachi 2:9. 

Line 4: In Malachi 3:1-2 the prophet Elijah (Elias) is “the one” who sud- 
denly comes to the Lord’s temple. See also Matthew 17:10-12 and 


Luke 1:17. 


Line 5: At this time, you will easily be able to tell the wicked from the 
righteous. See Malachi 3:17-18. 

Line 7: Christ will restore us to righteousness; cleanse us from the filth of 
this world; and form us in the image of God. As a result we will leap for 


joy because of what He has done. See Malachi 4:1-3. 


